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THE ACTZA RACEMOSA IN PHTHISIS PULMONALIS. 


[We find the following case reported in the Ohio Medical Repository, 
which work we are glad to perceive is circulating much valuable practi- 
cal matter. Many of our readers would be pleased if Prof. Tully could 
find time, in the midst of his laborious avocations, to continue his essay 
on the Acta, begun some years since in this Journal.] 

I hope the report of the following case, and the very- extraordinary 
success jn the use of the Actza, will be a sufficient inducement for some 
in the profession to test its medicinal properties, and give it a fair trial ; 
and, should I be the humble means of introducing a hitherto neglected 
but valuable remedy into more general use, and thereby, in a measure, 
alleviate the sum of human misery, I shall have accomplished all I ask. 

J. W. an Englishman, aged twenty-five, trade, that of a brewer, had 
been in this country two years, previous to which time he had been sub-_ - 
ject to attacks of inflammation of the lungs, that had readily yielded to 
the usual remedial means ; his person tall, muscular, with quite a com- 
manding figure, florid complexion, with a tolerably good constitution. 
In the winter of 1830, he had a very severe attack of pneumonia; was 
under the care of an eminent physician in the city of New York, for 
six weeks; was bled, blistered, etc. and treated judiciously. He got 
some better ; still his cough continued, and rather grew worse. By the 
advice of his physician, he left the city and removed to Troy, N. Y. 
with the hope that a change of air miei benefit his cough; and, at 
least, he could there have the care of a kind and tender mother, to watch 
over him in his hopeless and distressing disease. In May he placed 
himself under my care, at which time 1 found him laboring under the 
following symptoms: Very much emaciated, unable to walk across the 
room without assistance, severe pain in the left side, entire loss of appe- 
tite, could not lay in a recumbent position, but was obliged to be bol- 
stered up in bed; had the regular hectic fever, accompanied with pro- 
fuse night sweats; pulse 120, full and strong ; cough, at times, very ur- 
gent ; and once, in every two or three days, after a paroxysm of cough- 
ing, an abscess in the lungs would burst, and discharge from two to three 
ounces of clear pus, which was very offensive. 1 considered the case 
perfectly hopeless, and expressed my opinion candidly to the friends, 
notwithstanding they were very urgent for me to make a trial. But be- 
fore 1 was willing to do so, I consulted with my friend, Dr. Hale, who, for 
many years, had ranked high in the profession, and who had made trial 
of the Actaza in many cases, with good success. We came to the con- 
clusion that this was a good case for the trial of Acta, which I told the 
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friends I was willing to do, by the way of experiment, and, I am free to 
confess, without any hope of success. I directed an exclusive bread and 
milk diet, which was continued nearly three months ; a large blister to 
be applied upon the chest, and to be renewed whenever the pain was 
severe, which was done only twice during the time; the bowels to be 
kept open by some mild laxative pills, and to begin with half a teaspoon- 
ful of the saturated tincture of Acta, once in eight hours. By this 
treatment, I found in two weeks the pulse had come down to 80 per 
minute, with a decided improvement in the cough; expectoration and 
night sweats very much lessened, with some degree of appetite; in fact 
I could see a material change for the better, which gave me such confi- 
dence in the success of the medicine, that I was determined to persevere 
in the use of it. I then directed my patient to increase the dose to a 
teaspoonful once in eight hours, and more, if he could bear it; which 
dose, however, he could never exceed without producing narcotic symp- 
toms. I found, by a steady perseverance in this treatment, all unpleas- 
ant symptoms abate, and that he began to improve most rapidly. I ad- 
vised him to continue the treatment, which he did for about three months, 
at which time he was able to return to his trade. I saw him twelve 
months after, in a perfect state of health. I would remark that the 
Actza has been used of late, by many eminent physicians, at the East, 
in severe cases of neuralgia, rheumatism, etc. with great success. 


CHRONIC GASTRITIS. 


[Dr. Roors, of St. Thomas’s Hospital, in a recent lecture on a case of 
sub-acute inflammation of the mucous tissue of the stomach, adds the 
following general remarks.] 

The ordinary termination of the chronic form is generally in ulcera- 
tion, or thickening, or softening of the mucous and sub-mucous tissues. 
The ulceration may consist either in a considerable number of minute 
ulcers, or in one of considerable size, affecting either the mucous tissue 
or the follicular glands of the stomach. As the process of ulceration 
goes on, the surrounding parts thicken, and, ultimately, perhaps the 
ulceration extends through the sub-mucous to the muscular tissue, spread- 
ing even to the serous tissue; and if inflammatory action have not exist- 
ed to a sufficient degree to excite adhesion to some neighboring organ, 
the ulceration may extend through the peritoneal coat, and allow extra- 
vasation of the contents of the stomach into the abdominal cavity. 
Many such instances of the progress of ulceration, from the chronic 
inflammation, have occurred, without previous suspicion that such a 
condition of the stomach existed. Such extravasation would set up 
an acute inflammation of the peritoneum of the abdomen generally. 
Sometimes, however, nature prevents this by adhesion to the liver, the 
spleen, or sometimes the colon ; still of course the disease will ultimate- 
ly prove fatal, though without extravasation. 

he ordinary symptoms of chronic inflammation of the stomach are, 
a feeling of heat extending from the stomach along the cesophagus to ~ 
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the pharynx ; thirst, diminished appetite, nausea, and vomiting. Com- 
monly, also, I believe, you will find tenderness on pressure at the epigas- 
trium, sometimes, as in the case I have read, of a severe character, but 
the inflammatory action may be of so low a character as necessarily to 
be accompanied by increase of heat not sensible to the touch. 

In the early stage, the symptoms are very often only those which are 
common to dyspepsia. I do not, of course, admit the existence of such 
a disease of itself as dyspepsia, difficult digestion. In point of fact, 
that must be dependent upon some caus2, or a variety of causes, often, 
in different cases ; but we understand commonly by the term dyspepsia, 
functional derangement of the stomach, unaccompanied by inflammatory 
action, or by any change in the tissues. Let us see, however, what are 
the ordinary symptoms of dyspepsia, and you will find how nearly they 
approach to those of chronic inflammation of the stomach. You often 
have great acidity, eructations, flatulence, and oppression after taking 
food, frequently with some degree of pain in the stomach. ‘These are 
common to chronic inflammation of the stomach, in which, very often, 
the patient complains only of pain after taking food, that pain, too, fre- 
quently ceasing entirely as digestion is completed, the patient in many 
instances saying to you, “lam quite well; I only know that I am 
hungry ; 1 take my food ; pec os that I am ill for such a time 
after taking food.” In other cases the pain is much more prominent, 
extending often to the back from the stomach. Again, however, I 
would impress on you, that actual pain, unless you use pressure, is fre- 
quently denied, though patients will confess that there is a sensation of 
weight or oppression about the stomach ; and occasionally you will find 
all these symptoms attended by pyrosis—by the ejection of a clear, 
sometimes viscid, sometimes quite thin fluid, to the amount of from half 
an ounce to an ounce and a half, sometimes tasteless, sometimes acid, 
and sometimes both acid and bitter. Generally, however, as the disease 
advances, the symptoms become more urgent; the heat in the stomach 
is more distressing, the countenance becomes pallid and anxious, the 
vomiting more frequent, and occurring after every ingesta. The pulse 
at the same time is generally small, sharp, and occasionally accompanied 
by some degree of hardness. ‘The tongue also most commonly exhibits 
some evidence of the disease. I say most commonly, because the 
tongue is not always a faithful indicator of inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the stomach, though generally it is red nearly all over— 
very often white at the back and centre, but morbidly red at the point 
and the edges—sometimes covered by small aphthe, and, as in the case 
related, by minute ulcerations also. But I again urge upon you, that 
you must not, because the tongue appears natural or white, conclude 
that gastritis does not exist. I have seen several examples of well- 
marked gastritis, where there was nothing in the tongue to indicate that 
fact. Generally, however, it is a tolerably good guide. 

As to the causes of chronic gastritis, abuse of diet, eating imperfect- 
ly-digestible substances, the abuse of spirituous liquors, and protracted 
errors in diet, are all likely to be exciting causes. Suddenly drinking a 
large quantity of cold fluid, the surface of the body, perhaps, being 
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much heated, or, more likely, the nervous system being much exhaust- 
ed, has been not an unfrequent cause of inflammation of the stomach. 

With respect to your diagnosis, it is probable that you will understand 
all that I wish you to comprehend on this subject, by going at once to 
the treatment. In inflammation of an organ so essential to life, anti- 
phlogistic measures must invariably be employed, both in the acute and 
sub-acute or chronic form of the disease. Bleeding, generally and local- 
ly, are measures of primary importance, whenever there is much activity 
in the inflammation. Never hesitate in such a case to take blood from 
the arm ; let nothing prevent your doing that, unless you are satisfied 
that the disease has been prolonged to such an extent that the powers 
of the patient will not ‘ustify that measure. Depend on it, also, that you 
will be much more likely (I speak now of the sub-acute from) speedily to 
subdue the inflammatory action by. one or two general bleedings, than by 
relying upon local bleedings alone, and more especially where vomiting is 
urgent. You will remember, that with respect to the man whose case I 
have related, I did not hesitate to take blood from his arm, and that it was 
buffed and cupped, and that the symptoms were thus somewhat relieved, 
the venesection not being required to be repeated. ‘The subsequent applica- 
tion of leeches freely to the epigastrium was sufficient. Butif the symp- 
toms had not given way, if the vomiting, the hiccup, the heat of the stom- 
ach, had continued as urgent as before, [ should have directed a second, 
perhaps a third, and perhaps a fourth abstraction of blood from the arm, 
before I began to rely on leeches alone. 

[In conjunction with bleeding, you will find counter-irritation of con- 
siderable advantage, but to this I would not resort until the activity 
of the inflammation was much diminished by general or local depletion. 
There can be no objection to occasional mustard cataplasms, because 
these leave spaces perfectly free for the renewed application of leeches. 
Therefore if you suspect that you shall have frequently fo repeat the 
leeches, do not apply a blister ; leave that until you feel pretty certain 
that you will not have speedily to reapply leeches. Do not understand 
me to coincide with some who I know have imagined that the inflamma- 


tory action of the mucous membrane of the stomach may be increased 


by ablister. [have never seen any such effect. In treating chronic 
inflammation of the mucous tissue of the stomach or bowels, I have, al- 
most invariably, during some stage of the treatment, used blisters, and 
without ever having had occasion to regret their adoption. 

As to medicines, if the vomiting be urgent, and there is much irrita- 
bility of the stomach, I believe that the best thing you can give is the 
hydrocyanic acid, in doses of from one to two minims every two, three, 
or four hours, or even less frequently, according to the urgency of the 
vomiting. I believe, too, that it is useful to combine the hydrocyanic 
acid, as I did in this case, with some mucilaginous substance. Gum wa- 
ter is a nice soft application to an irritable surface. The aphthe about 
the tongue are exceedingly distressing, and a little gum water will often 
allay the irritation. 

If I can possibly do without purgatives, more especially the nearer 
the inflammation approaches to the acute form, I rather abstain from 
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them in the early stage, confining myself to the use of injections ; but if 
obstinate constipation takes place, and the injections are not sufficient to 
produce what you may think requisite, then i would suggest, as the best 
purgative by the mouth, some castor oil. Too frequentiy, however, 
that will not be retained, and if so I should prefer a full dose of calo- 
mel, combined, perhaps, with a grain of opium; not, however, giving 
mercury with the slightest idea of its producing a beneficial effect on the 
inflammation of the mucous tissue. This, I am quite sure, from experi- 
ence, would increase it; and I would also advise you to avoid opium if 
possible, because it only tends to produce greater constipation, and 
when it is simple inflammation, rather aggravates that condition. The 
hiccup (the diaphragm sympathizing with the stomach) is sometimes 
very distressing, and you may occasionally be driven to the exhibition of 
opium; but I am quite sure that you can only give it, with propriety, as 
a means of deriving a temporary respite from the distressing effects of 
the hiccup, which it is far better to endeavor to lessen, indirectly, by di- 
minishing the inflammation of the stomach. But supposing opium 
seems to be absolutely necessary ; then, before giving it by the stomach, 
I would prefer throwing it into the rectum, in the form of injection— 
thirty, forty, or even fifty minims, in a small quantity of starch or gruel. 

You will remember, too, that during the early part of my treatment 
in the case of this man, on the second or third day—I added to each 
dose of the hydrocyanic acid and mucilage, ten grains of carbonate of 
soda. The acid eructations appear to be caused by a morbid secretion 
from the mucous and follicular glands, and which secretion, unneutraliz- 
ed, becomes an additional source of irritation in the stomach. ‘The car- 
bonate of soda, then, was given for its chemical effect, and its exhibition 
was attended with advantage. ; 

The diet under such circumstances cannot be too simple. Chylifica- 
tion is evidently very imperfectly performed, and it would be absurd to 
task the stomach with food in large quantities. Nature would soon 
show the impropriety of it by vomiting the ingesta, with an increase of 
all the distressing symptoms. If the inflammation be very urgent, no- 
thing but a little cold water should be given, or perhaps the best thing 
would be a small lump of ice placed in the mouth, to be thus slowly 
dissolved, and allowed to trickle down into the stomach. ‘The patient I 
find generally derives great relief from the reduction in this manner, of 
the heat which extends from the stomach into the pharynx. Plain cold 
drinks, in fact, are most grateful, though, if the symptoms be less urgent, 
there is no objection to allowing the patient, as I did in this case, a small 
quantity of arrow-root, or sago, in water. Every stimulant ought to be 
most carefully avoided. ‘This man himself stated, that everything that 
he took that was “‘strong,” meaning beer or spirits, aggravated his symp- 
toms. You will find it of great importance to attend to this in private 
practice. You will frequently be called to cases which will puzzle you 
to decide whether they really arise from some slow and insidious inflam- 
matory action in the mucous tissue of the stomach, or are merely the 
result of functional derangement, brought on probably by some intem- 
perance in eating or drinking. Take it as a rule, in which you can 
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never err, that if there is much heat of stomach, much tenderness in the 
epigastric region, and, more especially, an increase of heat there on 
pressure, you will be right in treating the case antiphlogistically, imme- 
diately debarring your patient from every stimulating article of drink and 
food, and applying leeches to the pit of the stomach, or, if the pulse 
warrants it, abstracting blood from the arm. Supposing that you com- 
mit an error in diagnosis, and that it is only functional derangement (and 
I admit that sometimes it is difficult accurately to distinguish), you can 
do your patient no. harm by the restriction of his regimen, the applica- 
tion of a few leeches, and employing counter-irritation ; but you may do 
infinite mischief, under the idea of the case being merely one of a weak 
condition of the stomach, by giving stimulants and tonics, prescribing 
carbonate of ammonia, allowing brandy-and-water, advising an increase 
in the daily quantity of his wine, and permitting him to live a little more 
generously.” 


CASE OF PARTIAL AMAUROSIS FROM NARCOTICS. 


BY EDWARD J. DAVENPORT, M.D. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Wintrrep Comans, aged 15, applied for advice during the summer of 
1835, on account of a weakness of sight, which had been experienced 
from childhood. ‘The complaint seemed to be analogous to that known 
under the name of morbid sensibility of the retina; marked in this case 
by inability to apply the eyes to small objects, as in reading, sewing, 
&c. The continued effort to do this, occasioned uneasy feelings in the 
eyeballs, accompanied with a confusion or running together of objects, 
and a general dimness or temporary loss of vision. This had in- 
creased of late, and was attended with well-marked Presbyopia. The 
discovery of this state of the organ of vision was owing to the pa- 
tient’s trying the convex or magnifying glasses of an aged person. 
The use of these glasses benefited vision in a measure, but did not by 
any means remove the difficulty. ‘There were neither musce volitantes 
nor luminous spectra; nor was the application of the eyes, as happens 
in many instances, attended with pain in the eyeball, and a sense of 
stricture across the forehead. ‘There was a slight redness of the con- 
goons, especially of that portion of the membrane lining the eyelids. 

e cornee were clear and transparent, but apparently were neither 
preternaturally convex nor too much flattened. The irides, however, 
deviated from a plane, and were remarkably convex, approximating to a 
cone with its apex towards the cornea. The pupils were contracted, 
and did not vary much when under the influence of a strong light. 
Deep-seated humors not opaque. Iris of a blue color. Health good. 
_ When very young, she had the smallpox in its severest form, to which 
It 1s not unlikely the weakness of sight may be attributed ; although her 
mother does not recollect that any ophthalmia attended the attack. All 
the other members of the family have good vision. 

A few days since, this patient again applied for advice, with the pupil 
of the right eye dilated to the utmost extent and entirely motionless ; at 
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the same time the power of vision was so much impaired, that she was 
unable to distinguish common print at all, while the sight and the general 
state of the opposite eye remained as before. ‘The dilatation of the pu- 
pil and the impaired vision of the right eye, occurred a few hours only 
previous to application, and the patient could assign no cause, except 
that she had got some dust into her eyes, which had occasioned a slight 
icritation of the tunica conjunctiva. She had, however, been in the habit 
lately of sewing considerably, without the aid of glasses. No pain was 
present, either in the eye or in the neighboring parts. There were 
neither musce nor luminous spectra, but merely an appearance as if a 
mist or cloud intervened between the eye and every object. The iris 
seemed to be perfectly insensible to the stimulus of light, but the pupil 
remained clear and transparent. By desire of the patient, active treat- 
ment was postponed until the next day, but in the mean time she was 
directed to apply tepid fomentations to allay the irritation caused by the 
dust, and to give the eye rest. 

Two days afterwards it was found that the pupil of the affected eye 
was perfectly restored to its former condition, and now corresponded in 
all respects with that of the opposite eye. The power of vision had 
also returned to its previous state. This recovery had taken place 
gradually and spontaneously, the day after her application. 

Upon more minute inquiry into the cause of the morbid appearances 
noticed the first day, the patient recollected that she had handled and 
examined, at that time, some “ ointment” formerly prescribed by a phy- 
sician for her eyes. And she also stated that, by his direction, a small 
portion of the ointment was put into her eyes, after which she experi- 
enced a dimness of vision as at present, in consequence of which she 
had made no further use of it. ‘That this “ ointment”? was an extract 
or some other preparation of belladonna or stramonium, is self-evident ; 
and that some of it had been communicated to the eye accidentally, is 
more than probable. It is well known that gonorrhceal, and very fre- 
quently purulent ophthalmias, have originated from matter conveyed tothe ~ 
eye by the hands or clothes of those affected. So in this case, some 
of the extract seems to have been carried to the eye, perhaps by rub- 
bing it with the hand, and thus occasioned the above mentioned 
phenomena. 

That vision should be materially impaired, by the artificial dilatation 
of the pupil for a short period, is certainly an unusual circumstance, theo- 
rizing dogmas upon the protecting offices of the pupil to the contrary 
notwithstanding. It may be explained, in the present case, by reference 
to the pre-existing derangement of the functions of the retina. The 

upil, as before remarked, was preternaturally contracted, and the iris 
limited in its motions ; evidences—though taken alone, not conclusive— 
of some morbid change in the retina, either functional or organic. Con- 
sidering how infrequent it is to find one eye alone attacked suddenly 
with amaurosis, it may excite surprise that the true cause of the morbid 
appearances was not suspected. Be that as it may, the circumstances 
are narrated as they occurred, partly as a matter of curiosity, and partly 
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as an example of the delusive nature of symptoms, regarded as eviden- 
ces of the actual occurrence of disease. 

In two other cases only have I noticed any analogous effects from the 
application of stramonium or belladonna, and those occurred in females 
somewhat advanced in life, in both of whom there were previously 
symptoms of disease in the optic apparatus. In one of these, amaurosis 
seemed to be conjoined with glaucoma, and in this case the iris did not 
regain its usual activity, after a single application of extract of stramo- 
nium, until the eighth day, during which time vision remained more or 
less impaired. This patient had been long presbyopic, and the iris had 
the prominent or cone-like form in a remarkable degree—so much so, in- 
deed, as to appear to be in close contact with the posterior surface of the 
cornea. ‘The pupil was also somewhat contracted, and the iris was 
rather sluggish in its motions. In each instance, the increased dimness 
of vision ceased with the restoration of the pupil to its former state. In 
these cases, it may be observed that the stramonium was not applied as 


a remedial agent, but merely to assist in forming a correct diagnosis of 
the disease. 


Boston, June, 1836. 


INSECT DISSECTIONS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir—Various means have hitherto been prescribed for killing the Lepi- 
dopterous insects previous to their preparation for the cabinet; but 1 
have found all of them, on trial, to be objectionable, and was led some 
time since to devise the following expeditious method. The insect is 
seized with the thumb and finger, by the under side of the anterior 
wings, near the margin, and while thus securely held from fluttering, is 
injected with a solution of oxalic acid, by a sharpened capillary glass 
tube which readily pierces the under side of the thorax. The tubes are 
from six to eight inches in length, of small bore and very thin. They 
must be drawn out to a closed bore in the flame of a lamp, and the at- 
tenuated end then broken off, until the bore becomes perceptible and suf- 
ficiently large to admit the acid to rise without exhausting them by the 
mouth. The injection is performed by the mouth. The female moth, 
so tenacious of life before depositing her eggs, expires instantly un- 
der this treatment. I have now put this experiment to a fair test. 
Butterflies and moths, killed in this way more than three years ago, 
Yong fresh as when first taken. While injecting a large butterfly 
(Papilir Asterias) in this way, the double membranes of its wings 


yielded and became perfectly inflated, and is now preserved in this 
state, with its wings looking like so many sacs. While injecting a small 
moth, a curious organ was observed. Two cecal membranous tubes 
were projected from its anal ring, each halfan inch in length and covered 
with short sparse hairs. They retracted entirely within the body as 
soon as the injection ceased, and could be made to reappear at pleasure. 
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‘These observations may prove interesting to the Entomologist and In- 
sect Anatomist, and it is probable that some nice insect dissections may 
be made with the help of these injecting tubes. 3 

P. S.—If these facts are worthy of your notice, and are not remote 
in their connection with the spirit of your Journal, you will confer a fa- 
vor by giving them a place. Yours truly, 

Salem, June 30, 1836. C. G. Pace. 


INSTITUTE OF FRANCE. 
Academy of Sciences—Session of the 3d of August, 1835. 


Animat Macnetism.—M. Dupotet read the Introduction of a Memoir 
on Animal Magnetism, which he defines: ‘“ The property that organ- 
ized and living bodies have to act upon each other, through certain laws 
not yet well known.” . 

his faculty, says the author, so evident to those who made earnest 
investigations upon it, was always objected to by learned bodies, and re- 
jected as a chimera, notwithstanding the efforts of a great number of 
distinguished men, who endeavored at various times to turn the mind of 
people towards so important a discovery. Yet, those who so acted 
in regard to animal magnetism, studied with ardor the phenomena of 
light, those of electricity and galvanism ; they seem to have thoroughly 
investigated the nature of all those fluids foreign to “ vitality,” and the 
—s effects of the ‘‘ vital fluid” still continue to be strangers to 
them. 

M. Dupotet recalled to his hearers the excitement produced in the 
scientific and medical world, when Mesmer, in 1784, proclaimed at Paris 
his new ideas, and the report that was made by the committee appoint- 
ed bv the king on the effects resulting from the practice. Although the 
conclusions of that report were not favorable to the use of magnetism 
as a curative means, yet the experiments were eagerly pursued, and 
there was reason to hope that some positive results would soon be ob- 
tained, when the Revolution broke out. ‘Then the public mind was not 
only directed from scientific researches, to occupy itself with more urgent 
concerns ; but even in a short time there was no longer in France an 
of the individuals whom Mesmer had initiated to his doctrine. Indeed, 
we should remember, this “ initiation was very expensive, so that the 
disciples, who previously must have paid a hundred Louis (four dollars in 
each), belonging to the highest class of society, had most of them 
emigrated.” 

It is not here the proper place to examine whether the presence of 
the “grand seigneurs” in France (noblemen), forwarded much this 
branch of our knowledge. Whatever it may be, as-soon as tranquillity 
was alittle re-established, experiments on animal magnetism were resum- 
ed. If the enthusiasm, says M. Dupotet, was not so ardent and quick 
at this second apparition, it was, however, more durable. The facts 
were examined with less prevention, and some discoveries, partly acci-.- 
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dental, having brought great alterations into the proceedings used to pro- 
duce the phenomena, the study of them had no longer anything to cause 
people to shrink from it. Scientific men, moreover, generally continued 
to manifest, even in presence of the facts, a very great indifference, and 
often invoked the old report of the committee of the academy, a report 
that most of them had not even read, and which, after all, could not be 

roperly applied to the new face with which the question presented itself. 
Therefore it was between the hands of persons, strangers to science, 
that animal magnetism mede progress. It has now reached such a point 
as to allow scientific men to get the knowledge of it without departing at 
all from the plan usually followed by them in the sciences of observa- 
tion, which constitute the ordinary subject of their researches ;—and I 
come to-day and propose to make them witness some experiments that 
seem to me calculated to convince them. 

If, pursues Dr. Dupotet, 1 have not been deceived by the numerous 
phenomena that I have witnessed, and myself produced, they furnish 
the proof that our brain can, through the medium of the nerves, dispose 
of a peculiar physical force which has not yet been appreciated, and 
that this force, directed upon an individual organized as we are, is able 
to produce on his organization some physical phenomena, always appre- 
ciable—phenomena that are manifested only when the cause is acting, 
and are suspended as soon as it ceases to act. 

This agent seems to me as producing a true saturation of the ner- 
vous system of the individual who receives it ; for, the effects do not in- 
stantaneously take place ;—a certain length of time is necessary to pro- 
duce them. They manifest themselves by jolts that are renewed at 
intervals more or less distant. ‘These motions are altogether automatic ; 
the person who experiences thein is not conscious of it; he is entirely a 
stranger to their manifestation ; his will cannot play any part therein, 
and J require as a necessary condition for the success of that experiment, 
only a passive state on the part of the individual acted upon. 

The experiments alluded to, can be made at any hour of the day, 
and the places in which they can be multiplied are numerous, for we 
shall experiment on young children, and in easy circumstances, that I 
will let you know. “ The experiments that I propose to do, cannot be 
confounded with any of those that have been tried or proposed to obtain 
the proof of the existence of animal magnetism ; they are entirely dif- 
Serent, and belong to me exclusively.” 

A committee was appointed by the Academy to attend the experi- 
ments announced by Dr. Dupotet. This committee is composed of 
Messrs. DuLone, Macenpir, Serres, Dovsie and Roux. 

The preceding article is an account of a seance of the Academy of 
Sciences of August, 1835. It may be considered as a document in fa- 
vor of anima] magnetism, and as a proof of its gaining more and more 
interest with the scientific world of Europe. It was extracted from the 
Journal Hebdomedaire des Progrés et Institutions Medicales, published 
at Paris by Prof. Bouillaud, Vedal and Forget. Cu. Poyen. 

Boston, July, 1836. 


( 367 ) 
SUCCESSFUL CASAREAN OPERATIONS. 


[THe two following cases, in which the Cesarean operation was suc- 
cessfully performed, are taken from a late German work.] 

Case 1. Related by Dr. Wittekop, army surgeon at Geldern.—A 
strong healthy peasant, who had been delivered. by perforation of the 
child’s head three years before, demanded on this occasion that the Casa- 
rean operation should be performed. ‘The conjugate diameter of the 
pelvis was less than two inches. She felt distinctly the movements of 
the child; the labor-pains were very frequent and severe ; the liquor 
amnii discharged ; the os uteri moderately dilated. ‘The head was the 
part which presented. ‘The author having bled the woman, and emptied 
the bladder with a catheter, made his incision along the linea alba. The 
loss of blood was moderate, and the infant, with the placenta, easily 
extracted: the intestines did not protrude through the wound. After 
the operation, the patient seemed well enough; but as the bowels were 
constipated, an Emuls. c. sal. Glaub. et nitr. was given. She was also 
ordered a draught of the carbonate of soda, with some laurel water and 
syrup of ipecacuanha. Finally, alavement was thrown up. The bowels, 
however, remained obstinately costive. ‘The patient vomited frequently, 
and was seized with constant hiccup and great anxiety and agitation. 
The abdomen appeared much developed between the umbilicus and false 
ribs ; almost tympanitic ; however, there were no absolute imflammatory 
symptoms. The patient was now ordered an inf. fol. senne compos. to 
be followed by an enema of Glauber salts with hyosciamus. This pro- 
duced at first several feculent stools, and a discharge of flatus issued, 
succeeded by acute pain in the pelvis; at the same time the discharge 
of bloody serum from the inferior angle of the wound, left open on pur- 
pose, was much diminished. In order to prevent the passage of the se- 
cretion from the wound into the abdominal cavity, the woman was now 
placed on her abdomen, and a clyster of starch, with Opium, was admin- 
istered at once. ‘The purging and painful sensations soon diminished, 
and the discharge from the wound took place with its former abundance. 
Cicatrization now rapidly advanced, the patient taking bark, catumba 
root, and wine, and on the eleventh day after the operation the patient 
was able to leave her bed. The secretion of milk was small, and the 
infant was nourished artificially ; however, it thrived well. 

Case 2. Related by surgeon Von der Fuhr, of Diiken.—The sub- 
ject of this case was a female, thirty-six years of age. Labor had com- 
menced twelve hours before the operation. ‘This woman had already 
borne four children without any particular difficulty ; but after her last 
delivery she commenced experiencing pains in the limbs, and especially 
in the region of the pelvis; these gradually increased to such a degree, 
that she was at last unable to move or walk. On examining the pelvis, 
it was found that the ossa pubis had inclined inwards towards each other 
in such a manner that the arch of the pubis was completely gone, and 
the two bones formed an acute angle at the symphysis. The promontory 
could be easily reached with the finger; the antero-posterior diameter 
was two inches and a quarter; the transverse diameter was very small, 
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and especially the oblique one. ‘The whole inlet of the pelvis was con- 
siderably narrowed. Under these circumstances the author considered 
the only hope for mother and child lay in performing the Cesarean 
operation. This was accordingly done in the usual manner, and a 
healthy child extracted. After the operation the patient seemed more 
lively than could have been expected, but in a few days unfavorable 
symptoms set in, viz. frequent vomiting and costiveness. Some calomel, 
with an occasional enema, was administered ; this brought away a quanti- 
ty of feces and wind, and the patient felt much improved. The amelio- 
ration continued for the following days ; the lochia now set in, and milk 
was secreted from the mammez ; however, the wound did not present an 
appearance of speedy union; it was half open, and at the second dress- 
ing its edges were completely separated. The author, therefore, thought 
it best to heal by the second intention ; the wound soon began to suppu- 
rate; everything went on well, and it was healed in less than seven 
weeks. During this period the woman did not suffer from any of her 
former pains, and was carefully restored. ‘The child died on the fifth 
week. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, JULY 13, 1836. 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN MEDICAL REVIEW. 


Ir will doubtless be recollected that a passing notice was given, the last 
season, of the intention of two distinguished medical gentlemen, in Lon- 
don, to commence the publication of a large quarterly medical review. 
Notwithstanding the early period of the arrival of the first number in this 
country, we have been culpably negligent in not having sooner ap- 
prised our readers of the value of this excellent and meritorious publi- 
cation. Each number contains about three hundred pages, good-sized 
octavo, the typographical execution of which defies criticism. But the 
character of the subjects on which the reviewers, John Forbes, M.D. 
and John Conolly, M.D. joint editors of the Cyclopedia of Practical 
Medicine, have displayed their erudition, is of a high order, and impor- 
tant to the profession. After a careful examination of the two numbers 
which the American agent has received, we are constrained to say that 
their work has never been surpassed. 

A remarkable degree of candor is manifested by the editors; and, what 
is perhaps unique in this age of rivalry, authors are actually treated like 
intelligent, responsible beings, who are not to be consigned to a gibbet 
because they may have differed in opinion from some one in the confi- 
dence of an aristocratic medico-chirurgical clique, or an imaginary clinical 
giant. Again, the vast collection of instructive matter embodied in this 
excellent Journal, the gleanings of every region where the sciences are 
cherished, gives it an interest and a power which can suffer no deprecia- 
tion in after times. 

Tt were useless to conceal our ambition to circulate our own labors in 
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the field of medical enterprize; but we are not so blind as not to discover 
excellencies in the meritorious exertions of others in the same laudable 
pursuit, nor so utterly selfish as not to bespeak a fostering patronage for 
others, possessing superior claims to ourselves. 

The British and Foreign Medical Review recommends itself to the pro- 
fession—not by an interminable catalogue of professional certificates, in 
exchange, nor by ingeniously devised notices manufactured at home, 
with reference to a foreign market. Good sense, learning, and that pe- 
culiar demonstration of the requisite qualifications for conducting an ele- 
vated, independent scientific quarterly, is its present distinguishing char- 
acteristic. 

Mr. W. H.S. Jordan, No. 121 Washington street, is the agent for 
the New England States. Our subscribers or distant correspondents, 
whom we are always happy to oblige, can order it through this office, in 
the course of their business transactions. : 


MEDICAL REPORTING. 


On looking over the November number of the India Journal of the Medi- 
cal Sciences, we became intensely interested in the transactions of the 
Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta, the previous month. A Mr. 
Hutchinson, a member of the Society, who has probably lost all hope of 
professional success in the world, seemed determined to distinguish him- 
self by interfering as much as possible with the business of other people. 
We have imbibed such an utter dislike to the man, solely on account of 
his narrow-mindedness, and jealous disposition, manifested towards Dr. 
Corbyn, the editor of the Journal, that we most fervently hope that these 
remarks will circulate freely in the circumscribed circle in which he must 
move, and to that end, extra copies will be sent in the next India vessel. 
The publication of a Scientific Journal, in India, is an enterprize de- 
serving the highest encouragement of the medical staff—a numerous, 
talented body, distributed over a vast extent of territory. In fact, every 
demonstration of interest in its success has been made, that could be wish- 
ed; and in order to apprise distant readers of the progress of the Home 
Society, holding monthly meetings, discussing questions, reading papers, 
&c., Dr. Corbyn published such minutes as he was able to gather at 
each sitting. Satisfied of the imperfect manner in which this was accom- 
plished, he asked permission of the Society to introduce a thorough report- 
er—a person whose accuracy could be relied on. To this proposition it 
seemed that no one could object. At this juncture, Mr. Hutchinson, 
Secretary, whose name should only be repeated to convince mankind that 
the genuine principles of littlkeness in human nature are developed in 
every clime, assumed the attitude dictatorial, and showed how gladly he 
would annihilate that excellent Journal, were it in his power. r. Cor- 
byn being a gentleman, looked him down in the beginning, with contempt, 
and subsequently brought so many precedents in favor of the system, that 
every member present, excepting those under the immediate patronage of 
the dapper-secretary, balloted in favor of the request. By one vote, un- 
fortunately, the negative prevailed—and Dr. Corbyn, therefore, is com- 
elled to pursue the old imperfect system. The Secretary is snappish-. 
Iv sviteful—disclosing the bitter constitution of his character when the 
least in fear of the success of any one more brilliant. more learned, or 
more industrious than himself. Be 
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Without reporting the doings of scientific bodies—universally practised 
in Europe—who would feel at all interested in them? In fact, in Eng- 
land, nothing gives a medical association more pleasure than to have the 
public acquainted with their doings, Journals the most sought, are those 
detailing the minutest circumstances of deliberative bodies. What con- 
tributes more than the excellent, accurate medical reports of the London 
Lancet, to give that work such an immense circulation ? 

In expressing our sympathy for Dr. Corbyn, in being associated, neces- 
sarily, in a society with one whose name has been expressly introduced 
here that it may be remembered, we wish also to assure him that the In- 
dia Journal is an honor to the country from which it emanates. 


SOUTHERN MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


A New medical monthly Journal of sixty-four pages, was issued on the 
first of June, at Augusta, Georgia, under the joint editorial management 
of Milton Antony, M.D. Prof. of Obstetrics, &c. and Joseph A. Eve, 
M.D. Prof. of Therapeutics and Materia Medica, in the Medical Col- 
lege of the State of Georgia. The specimen number is creditable to our 
southern brethren. Remarks on Puerperal Peritonitis, by Dr. Garvin, 
of Waynesborough, the leading article, is an extremely valuable paper, 
a part of which is held in reservation for our own columns, at some con- 
venient time. ‘* The antiphlogistic regimen,” says the author, “* should 
be most rigidly enforced throughout the whole course of the first stage ; 


and as the signs by which the commencement of the second is to be re- 


cognized are uncertain, it will be prudent to refrain from the administra- 
tion of anything of a stimulating nature, until the presence of this stage 
is distinctly ascertained.” ; 

As a whole, the plan as well as execution of the Southern Medical 
Journal is excellent, and we cordially wish those engaged in this praise- 
worthy literary and scientific enterprise, all possible success. 


Dental dentists are making considerable talk in 
consequence of the success some of them have had in replacing teeth, 
after extraction, which were afterwards firmly held in the sockets—with- 
out return of the intolerable pain which rendered it necessary to have 
them drawn. M. Pernet performed the operation on two ladies, who 
were made extremely happy in being able to return home without the loss . 
which they had expected to suffer. In many cases, no doubt, teeth might | 
be thus saved to old age, by instantly replacing them. 


Phloridzen.—Konnick and Stas give this name to a newly discovered 
substance which they found inthe bark of the wild apple, pear, plum 
and cherry. It possesses a yellowish white color, crystallizes in silky 
needles, and has at first a bitter, then an astringent taste. Unfortunately, 
these eminent gentlemen have forgotten to tell us whether it is good for 
anything or not. 


Pulverized Milk.—Mr. Corbyn, editor of the India Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, informs us that he has received a letter from an inva- 
lid whom he sent to England, from Calcutta, in consequence of his being 
so reduced by hepatic dysenteric affections as to require great caution in 
his diet, stating that pulverized milk (Mr. Preyite’s invention) restored 
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his * debilitated constitution to health.” Is this novel preparation to be 
had in any part of the United States ? . 


Medical Miscellany.i—The supreme direction of everything that re- 

Jates to the general organization of medical affairs, in Austria, is com- 

mitted to the chancellor of the court of Austria. The director of Medi- 

cal Studies in the University of Vienna, is alsothe Proto-medicus of the 
-empire.—Rhinoplasty—nose-mending, surgically, is becoming a hobby- 

horse to public favor. Dieffendach, forty years ago, understood the op- 

eration quite as well as any one in these latter days.—Mr. Wardrop’s 
treatment of affections of the voluntary muscles, by purgatives, is worth 
practising.—A floating hospital has been established on the river Hoogly, 

where it is moored.—Over one hundred cases of the smallpox are said to 

have occurred at Columbus, Geo.—The medical world is quite in a calm 

of late: incorporated societies are doing very little towards diffusing 
knowledge.—A certain Dr. Charles Wilson, who proclaims himself a li- 

centiate of the Dublin Royal something, has been arrested in this city 

for obtaining goods fraudulently.—Dr. C. T. Jackson has been appointed 

by the Governor, to make a geological survey of the lands in Maine be- " 
longing to Massachusetts.—The Cholera has again broken out in the 

papel dominions.—A new edition of Dr. Tickaor’s Philosophy of Living 

as been published in New York, very much improved. Another notice. 

of it may therefore be given.—Why does not some one favor us with a 

critical notice of Dr. Bowditch’s translation of Louis on Fevers ?—A 

general vaccination has been authorizcd in the town of New Bedford.— 

A correspondent of one of the papers enjoins it upon the people to be 
revaccinated, even if they have once had the operation performed, as 

influence of the virus wears out once in seven years. This is a vulgar error: 

when once well done, the prophylactic constitutional effect is as enduring — 

as life. A revaccination is a certain test of the value of the first inocu- 
lation.—Dr. Oliver’s system of Physiology is becoming exceedingly 

popular abroad.—A distinguished ex-professor of the theory and practice 

of medicine, in this region, is preparing two volumes on the Institutes of 
_Medicine.—A physician in a neighboring State has expressed a desire, 

within a few days, to introduce a gentleman to his practice, providing he 

will purchase a small real estate. Letters of inquiry addressed to the 

editor, must be post-paid, as usual.—Correspondents, in all parts of the 

country, assure us that no particular disease is now prevalent—A second 

edition of the Class Book of Anatomy, revised and enlarged, is now 
stereotyping in Boston, the first being out of print.—Dr. Archibald Welch, 

of Weathersfield, has been appointed to deliver the next annual disserta- 

tion before the Medical Society of Connecticut. This gentleman, to- 

gether with Drs. Lucius Tyler, of Griswold; Samue] W. Gold, of Gosh- 

en; Samuel Grandon Johnston De Camp, U.S. A.; and Benajah Tick- 

nor, a distinguished surgeon of the U.S. Navy, have been recommended 

to the President and Fellows of Yale College, as candidates for the hon- 

orary degree of Doctor in Medicine.—The Western Medical Reformer, 
printed at Worthington, Ohio, has reached its sixth number. How many 
periodical scientific reformers are there in the western world? They 
seem to quote from each other very liberally.—Freeman E. Mason, M.D. 
late of New York, has accepted a professorship in the Worthington Col- 
lege.—Hop pillows are greatly in vogue in India, all at once, because it 
was ascertained that Mr. Turner prescribed one for the late Governor 
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general, in preference to administering internal anodynes.—A new mode 
of treating erysipelas of the extremities, by pressure, is spoken of favora- 
bly abroad.—M. Dubois, not long ago chosen professor of accouchment 
to the Paris faculty of medicine, has given the profession an exceedingly 
ingenious paper on the mechanism of parturition.—Tracheotomy, in the 
last strges of croup, according to M. Nesiann, should never be neglect- 
ed. Inthe months of June and July, of last year, he operated eight 
times, and saved three of his patients. 


To Corresponpents.—The article on Consumption, Insanity, &c. and the 


critical notice of the “ Young Mother, ” will appear next week. 


Diev—At Dover, N. H. Dr. Geo. W. Kittredge, 36. Great fatigue in taking 
care of several cases of smallpox, induced disease, to which this excellent man 
fell a martyr.—At Manchester, Vt. Dr. Roberts, formerly of Natchez, Miss. by 
shooting himself with a pistol.—In Sharon, Ct. Dr. Samuel Rockwell, 77. — 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending July 9, 23. Males, 13—Females, 10. 
Of consumption, 2—rheumatic fever, 2—canker in the bowels, l1—convulsions, 1—child bed, 1— 
infantile, 1—intemperance, 2—pleurisy, 1—debility, 1—fits, |—dysentery, 1—accidental, or lockjaw, 
1—apoplexy, 2—sudden, 1—croup, |—old age, 1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 


Tue subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instruction 
and will receive pupils on the following terms: 

The pupils will be admitted to the practice of the Massachusetts General Hospita!, and will receive 
clinical lectures on the cases they witness there. Instruction, by lectures or examinations, will ibe 
given in the intervals of the public lectures, every week day. 

On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and Children, and on Chemistry by Dr. CHannina. 
On Physiology, Pathology, Therapeutics, and Materia Medica ss Ware. 
On the Principlesand Practice of Surgery - - - - Dr, Ottis. - 

The students are provided with a room in Dr. Lewis’s house, where they have access to a 1 
fibrary. Lights and fucl without any charge. The opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of Anato- 
pen Oo not inferior to any in the country. 

he fees are $100—to be paid in advance. No credit given, except on sufficient security of some 
person in Boston, nor for a longer period than six months. 


Applications are to be made to Dr. Walter Channing, Tremont Street wh the Tremont House, 
Boston. : WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Jan 20—lyep GEORGE W. OTIS, JR. 


WINSLOW LEWIS, JR. 


MEDICAL TUITION. 


Tue subscribers have recently made some additional arrangements for the instruction of medica) 
students. A suitable room is provided, as heretofore, for the use of the pupils ; the necessary books 
are supplied; and a systematic course of study is recommended. Personal instruction is given to 
each pupil in each of the several departments of medical knowledge. Every facility is provided for 
the cultivation of practical anatomy, which the present improved state of the law permits. This 
department will receive the constant attention of one of the subscribers, who will always give such 
‘aid and instruction as the pupils may need. 

The pupils have free admission to the lectures on Anatomy, and on Surgery, in the Medical School 
of Harvard University, and to all the practice of the Massachusetts General Hospital ; and generally 
ae | have opportunity to attend private surgical operations. 

. The terms are, $100 per annum ; to be paid in advance. 
JOHN C. WARREN, 
GEORGE HAYWARD, 
Boston, October, 1835. June 15—eoptf ENOCH ,HALE, 
J. M. WARREN. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom ail communications 
must be addressed, post-paid. it is also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 
numbels of the preceding month, stitched ina cover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price $3,00 a 

ry seventh copy gratis.~-UOraers from a di ce must accompanied ment vance, or 
satistactory reterence.—Péstage the same 4s tor & howspuper. 
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